
Florida Native Plant Society
Council of Chapters Meeting Minutes 11/10/18

Quarterly meeting – Osceola Co Extension, Kissimmee
taken by Athena Philips – CoC Secretary

Gail Parsons called the meeting to order at 2:56 PM

In attendance (34)

Gail Parsons – Council Vice Chair 
(Nature Coast Rep)
AthenaPhilips – Council Secretary (Citrus Rep)
Virginia Overstreet (Suncoast Rep)
Martha Steuart  (Conradina)
Sandy Saurers   (Paynes Prairie Rep)
Cammie Donaldson (Conradina; FNPS Admin)
Julie Becker    (Tarflower Rep)
Ben Johnson   (Coccoloba Rep)
Pete Grannis   (Martin Tres)
Dianna Wentink (Martin Rep)
Helen Roth     (Magnolia Pres-elect)
Bonnie Basham (Sarracenia Pres)
Paul Schmallzer (Searocket; FNPS Sci Comm)
Kim Zarillo   (Conradina; FNPS bookkeeper)
Jessica Spencer (Ixia Rep-elect)
Susan Carr  (Paynes Prairie; FNPS Pres.)
Grace Howell (Paynes Prairie; FNPS LMP Com)
Todd Angel   (Tarflower; FNPS Cons Comm)

Juliet Rynear (At Large; FNPS Exec. Director)
Susan Knapp  (Passionflower Rep)
Janet Grabowski (Hernando Tres)
Sonya Guidry   (Pawpaw Rep)
Carol Sullivan  (Sparkleberry Rep)
Tayler Figueroa (Pine Lily Rep)
Laura Bennett-Kimble (Pine Lily VP)
Kara Driscoll  (Naples Rep)
Ginny Stibolt   (Ixia Rep)
Sue Wassermann (Citrus)
Jeannie Brodhead   (Sarracenia Rep)
Deborah Curry (Marion Big Scrub Rep/Pres)
Ann Cox    (Martin; FNPS Membership Comm)
Al Squires     (Mangrove Rep)
Wendy Poag   (Lake Beautyberry)
Patricia Burgos (Lake Beautyberry Rep new)
Valerie Anderson (PineLily; FNPS Dir. Commun.)
Mark Kateli   (Cuplet Fern Pres/Interim Rep)

➢ Old Business
• Minutes from previous meeting Correction to add Rebeca Welborn in attendance. Al 

motions to to approve as corrected, Ginny 2nds the motion – Motion approved



➢ New Business       
• Reports from Chapters:

*Magnolia: Helen reports on the Torreya Keepers project, which has been collecting 
germplasm of threatened Torreya trees from private lands, for transplantation and 
reintroduction. Trees are vulnerable to saltwater intrusion, and are under attack by 
fuserium fungus. They have a narrow natural range within ravines, and debris from 
Hurricane Michael has filled the ravines and made much of the access very limited to
impassable. Torreya Keepers is considering the use of aerial drones to do surveys, 
and also a partnership with FNPS to further the work and facilitate funding.

*Initiative for Policy: report unavailable. 
Sonya reported that the one Legislator who attended Pawpaw’s Take-A-Legislator field
trip in early 2018, was not re-elected. 

Tarflower confirmed they had a Legislator on a field trip. 

Valerie suggested that members should consider being elected, starting with Soil & 
Water districts. Having a fellow Official there, might be a reason other legislators 
would attend field trips. 

Julie: This is an opportunity to get message across about native buffers to prevent 
toxic algae problem. Valencia College put in a deep pond not far from Little Econ, 
and landscaped it with natives. Now has resident turtles and alligator.

Valerie: is working on a water cleanup project with Lake Cane Restoration Society in 
Orlando, that may be used countywide, and could be a template for Tarflower to use.

Mark reports that for Native Plant Month, they had their Soil and Water District 
Representative and one other legislator on a Orlando Wetlands Park buggy ride. 17 
attended and they sold tickets to cover the costs.

*  Cuplet Fern supported the nomination of their member, Neta Villalobos-Bell, for the 
Cox Conserves Heros award. She did not take the national prize, but won a $10,000
regional award, which she donated to Cuplet Fern chapter and will be used for 
Seminole Youth Eco Camp scholarships, for kids age 7-12.



• Facebook Collaboration:

Mark Kateli reports that the preliminary results of chapters co-hosting events has 
been a success. It’s a powerful social media tool, and event styles, size or conflicting
days didn’t matter. Co-hosting with adjacent chapters is very desirable, and always 
request the main FNPS page co-host.

• Council Facebook Group:

Tayler Figueroa polled for who uses the Council’s group and who wants to but hasn’t
signed up. You can find it by typing into the Facebook search, “FNPS Council of 
Chapters,” or by sending a request to Tayler. Please answer the prompted question 
when joining. Gail, said this is a great way to share news and get ideas from other 
chapters. You can also share posts from your chapter’s Facebook page, to the group.

• Chapter Legal Responsibilities handout: 

The Society has been working towards ensuring chapters are legally compliant. A 
handout was distributed to explain some of these requirements. (Attached)

• FL State Fair Exhibit:

Nature Coast chapter is representing FNPS for a display at the state fair in Feb. 
Please contact them to for assisting with it. 

Citrus Chapter reports that they had an exhibit at their county fair last year, which 
prompted the creation of a native plant category in the 2019 competitive exhibits.

Jeannie reports that Sarracenia does the St Marks Monarch Fest, and other festivals.
They created a very eye-catching display for their booth, which is a wooden rack 
holding about 100 blue bottles. The bottles display wildflower/plant cuttings.

• Landscape brochures:

Ann Cox, asks who has landscape brochures and how to get more. Juliet Rynear, 
said that if your chapter needs reprints, let her know and it may be possible to get a
bulk order with more than one chapter ordering.



• Interim Council Chair:

The Nominating Committee had been seeking candidates for the open position of 
Council Chair. Athena Philips, and Tayler Figueroa, where proposed by Council 
Representatives. Athena and Tayler declined. 

The Nominating committee asked for Floor nominations. Kara, indicated a willingness 
to serve. Al Squires motioned to nominate Kara Driscoll as Interim Chair. Ben 
Johnson, seconded. 

No other nominees were put forward. Al Squires, motioned to close the nominations. 
Jeannie Brodhead, seconded.

A vote was taken for Kara Driscoll to serve as Interim Chair. None were opposed, 
the Ayes carried. 

➢ General Discussion
• Mark, reports that Cuplet Fern is thinking of setting up a corporate account in 2019, 
with Office Max/Office Depot. Chapters in the region could use the account for discounted
supplies, or printing of copies, banners, posters, etc. Must contact Cuplet Fern for the 
account number, and agree to pay within 2 weeks of order.

• Mark, also reports that Cuplet Fern will be starting a disaster relief fund. Their chapter
is working on the details. 

• Al, wished to thank FNPS for the memorial for Denny Girard, that was posted on the 
website.

Meeting Adjourned 4:46PM




